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Prof. G. Gopal Reddy

Pro Vice Chancellor

Education is a tool to enlighten students, empower individuals and thereby
evolves our society in a positive and progressive direction. As socially aware and
alert citizens, we all must be committed to educate in order to encourage, to inspire,
to guide, and above all, to teach and learn to respect humanity regardless of religion,
caste, gender and class. As put by Mahatma Gandhi, persistent questioning and
healthy inquisitiveness are the requisites for acquiring learning of any kind.
Universities are places of understanding and analysing the world around us. Only
then can we hope to change this world.

The essence of knowledge lies in a spirit of creative thinking, expression and
experimentation. Literature is one of the most powerful media through which we
can engage with the world meaningfully and creatively. It is a holistic art generated
by introspection and retrospection, by self-questioning and a desire to seek
answers, by imagination and a deeper understanding of realities. Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya stated that there is a diversity and plurality in life but we have always
attempted to discover the unity behind them and to continue it, [ believe we should

evolve as discovery driven university.

Human expression is at its most interesting when it crosses linguistic
barriers and disciplines. I applaud the coordination and efforts of the team who
has worked untiringly for bringing out this issue. I wish them all success.

Ay _——

Prof. G. Gopal Reddy
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Prof. Anand Prakash
Dean Student's Welfare
Campus Director, Chanakya Parisar

It gives me pleasure that Mahatma Gandhi Central University (MGCU) Motihari, Bihar, is
going to publish its annual magazine 'GYANAGRAH'. Good things remain good only because
they are always rare. I am glad to pen for this wonderful annual magazine as an appreciation of the
commendable efforts put forth by the team for its grand beginning. It will prove to be landmark in the
history of MGCU and would provide a glimpse of the present and future of the University. I hope

that this magazine will showcase some of the best creative endeavours of students and faculty alike.

Please accept my best wishes for continuing success.

Prof. Rajeev Kumar
Dean, School of Social Sciences
Campus Director, Gandhi Bhawan Parisar

Remarkably, this year marks the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The Mahatma
Gandhi Central University decided in 2020 to publish a new magazine,'Gyanagrah'. Its first issue is
based on Gandhi. Its floor would provide an opportunity to enrich discussions and explore complex
contemporary issues, inter-disciplinary in nature. NEP 2020 also promotes future oriented and
innovative researches. I hope this magazine will be a part of it and assist us in enhancing our skills so
that we can meet pedagogical demands.

I express my good wishes and see the magazine a milestone that continues to grow in all ways
in the years to come.




Prof. Pavnesh Kumar

Dean, School of Commerce &
Management Sciences,

Campus Director,

Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay Parishar

Nurturing creativity and inspiring innovation are two of the key elements of a successful
education, and the university magazine is the perfect amalgamation of both. It harnesses the creative
energies of the academic community and distils the essence of their inspired imagination in the most
brilliant way possible. Hence, I am delighted to know that Mahatma Gandhi Central University’s
annual magazine 'GYANAGRAH!' is ready for publication. I take this opportunity to congratulate
the editorial board for bringing out this magazine as per schedule. It is an achievement considering
the effort and time required. May all our students soar high in uncharted skies
and bring glory to the world.

I wish them to experience victory in all of their future endeavours.

Prof. Pranveer Singh

Proctor

Mahatma Gandhi Central University
Motihari, Bihar

It is indeed a 'Eureka-moment' for the academic fraternity of Mahatma Gandhi Central
University, Motihari for being on the crux of publishing its annual magazine 'Gyanagrah' for the year
2020. Congratulations to the entire team for working relentlessly against time to the last reserves of
their physical endurance to make it a grand reality. I wish the magazine many more years of superbly
crafted and supremely insightful articles resplendent with piercing perspicacity into the
contemporary issues.

I hope, 'Gyanagrah' will fulfils its raison'd etre and serves as a inflexion point of seamless creative
endeavours.

With bountiful gracious gratitude and best wishes for its unbridled success!!!
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Love is the Ultimate Cure

Dr Bimlesh K Singh
Head, Dept of English,
& Editor, English Section

Heartiest Felicitations on the First Issue of the Gyanagrah!

Shakespeare's poignant observation, "Fair is foul, and foul is fair" has, once again, rocked the
sensibility of the intellectuals/the wise today in the Post Covid-19 Pandemic scenario. There's hardly a
person these days who's not experiencing the menace of chaos and confusion arising from the outright
isolation from the mainstream society. It becomes crystal clear that man gets vitals of life from his
interactive sharing with his / her fellow beings. However affluent or self-sufficient a man is, his identity
is justified only in relation to others around him. The more he shares & reciprocates, the happier and
stronger he feels. Coleridge, the leading romantic poet, aptly writes in one of his famous poems
(Dejection: An Ode):

...Wereceive, but what we give,
Andin our life alone does Nature live.

The maiden issue of the Annual Magazine, MGCUB is dedicated to the "Father of Nation",
Mahatma Gandhi after whom our great University is named. Gandhiji whom Champaran (Motihari)
made Mahatma is well-known for his principles of Truth'& ' Non- Violence'. He not only categorically
advocated for the introduction of the Religion into Politics, but also appealed to all to imbibe
unconditional love of mankind. He went to the extent of saying: "Hate the evil, not the evil-doer". He
believed in the inevitable role of love in human transformation. Buddha's compassionate words" I've
stopped, when will you stop?" magically overcame the hardened criminal (Angoolimal) and instantly
transformed him into a saint. Hence, humanity has come to realize the exigency of love today more than
ever before. What we need today is the unquestioned and large-hearted relationship with all human
beings, flora and fauna. This'll, at once, strengthen social ties, environmental beauty and global
harmony.

That the First Issue of the Annual Magazine is dedicated to Gandhism on the auspicious occasion
of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Bapu has made us feel so proud and exhilarated. The real reverence to
Gandhism is the whole-hearted engrossment in the philosophy of Love, Truth and Non- violence by
which Gandhiji led the whole world. Einstein, the scientific genius of the 20th century wrote of
Mahatma Gandhi in his immortal remark:

“Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked
upon this Earth.”

Through the Editorial of the English Section of the Inaugural Issue of the Magazine, I urge upon
all of you to cherish love within yourselves for all without any pride and prejudice of caste, creed,
colour, sex, or language. This is the only way to make India a powerful nation thereby contributing to the
establishment of world peace.
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Mahima Kashyap
Student Editor,
English Section

Anyone would hardly have imagined during the Sports Week that it would be our last outdoor
gathering for the next few months, or let's say, this year! While some of us might have protracted our
stay at home after the festivity of colours for it's not easy to let go of the comfort of home, many returned
for the classes after sojourn but only to receive the news that a nationwide lockdown was imposed. The
plans for upcoming academic events like seminars and conferences came to a halt with an
unprecedented announcement. Quarantine, isolation, lockdown, candidate vaccine, containment zone,
live lectures, webinars, and several related words/phrases made it to our daily conversations. Ironically,
social media, whose use was generally discouraged among youngsters, became instrumental in
disseminating information, awareness and also knowledge. And with this we entered an era of the 'new’
normal. The idea of new normal, however, doesn't seem really new to me. The technological
advancements have brought us face to face a new normal intermittently. As early as the first decade of
this century, we could imagine a face time call in distant future but hadn't foreseen that future taking
shape within a decade. | remember, during my graduation days smartphone was considered a luxury,
today it has become a necessity. From the availability of a phone booth in every corner of the street to
seeing an ATM become that common, we have witnessed many transformations. The circumstances
have definitely changed in the wake of Covid-19 but what I wish to assert is that once the 'new' normal is
really normalised, it is replaced by another 'new' normal. Sometimes it evades us, at other times it
becomes glaringly apparent. Perhaps, the difference is that earlier it was easily accommodated for it by
and large facilitated our progress and setbacks, if any, became diminutive in comparison to the ease it
provided. This time it has come more as a hindrance and yet, I am hopeful that more possibilities will
emerge as we endeavour to explore options and continue to attempt novel ways to achieve what we
otherwise would have had the situation allowed.

Well, the 'new normal' can inspire people differently and there can be as many perspectives as
there are people. Uniformity leads to stagnancy and thus, we must celebrate such occasions which
enable us to connect with people through their ideas, to understand the way people respond to things
around and to know the opinions other than the self holds. There resides an utmost beauty in the
harmonious blend of diverse opinions. Perhaps, most of you will agree with me on the point that one of
the banes of modernity is individualism which has limited our space and reach. And it's such a delight to
have a platform, or to be more precise, one more platform, to connect, to get to know the friends better
and to get acquainted with other members of the MGCU family. Besides being considered as an
opportunity to attain those ends, it also demands a collective sense of responsibility on our part to ensure
that the first issue of the Gyanagrah is succeeded by many more in future.

But for now, let's celebrate the beginning!
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A Shrine of Silent Prayers

Dr. Umesh Patra
Assistant Professor,
Dept. of English -l s
Y W e
By a serendipitous coincidence, I happened to
attend a month-long Orientation Programme for entry-
level academic professionals in the scenic city of Nainital
in August, 2019. After two weeks of grinding hours of
lectures and other assignments designed to foster scientific
thinking in research and teaching, a few of us grabbed a
chance of visiting the famous temple of Golu Devta,
situated about 10 kilometres from the city of Almora, on a
pleasant Sunday morning. While a multi-cultural country
like India houses thousands of shrines in every nook and
corner, each resplendent in its own glory, with a legend of
its own, I am hard-pressed to repeat the oft-stated
statement that this shrine was like no other. Instead of
offerings of fruit or flowers, people flock to the temple with
bells. These bells were of various shapes and sizes
including the tiny ones that could fit in the palm of a toddler
and the gigantic ones whose echoing sound linger long
after they are rung. To say that Golu Devta fulfils
everyone's wises would be stating the obvious. But people
do come to this sacred place with notarised affidavits
drawn in the name of Golu Devta and hang them within the
temple premises. The less scrupulous supplicants write
down their problems on sheets of paper and hang them too.
If one's wishes are fulfilled, one comes here and ties a bell.
During the drive to the temple, the physical
proximity in a hired cab made the six of us noisy
chatterboxes, much to the chagrin of the lonely victim, the
laconic cab driver. Hailing from different academic
institutions and diverse academic disciplines, we were all
beating our own hollow drums of academic excellence and
throwing jargons in abandon. The driver must have
listened to excerpts from the poems of Whitman, botanical
names of trees passing by, the types of rocks constituting
our scenery, the Latin names of birds during that two-hour
long arduous drive. He must have heaved a sigh of relief as
we reached the venue and disembarked from the vehicle
while completing our sentences. But as we entered the
temple precinct, our verbosity gave space to silent
adoration.
The entire temple was filled with sheets of paper
and bells. Not a corner was left. Me and my colleagues
could not resist the temptation of eavesdropping the silent

prayers of Golu Devta's supplicants. Here was a catalogue
of human misery and desire, written in neat typescript in
A4 sheets or in childish scribblings. Composed in more
languages than we could count, they spoke of the usual
pains of human life. There was a lover's desperate cry to be
united with the woman of his dreams, a mother's wish to
see her estranged son one last time. A note here read the tale
of a drunkard husband who mistreats his wife, while the
other told of a man suspecting of being a cuckold. An
unemployed youth sought for a job, while an employed
woman was facing gender discrimination in promotion.
We read them in pity, we read them in jest. It felt the world
is not that different after all. How common are the sources
of people's sorrow! And how pathetic are those who
believed that jotting them down would put an end to them!

When our interest abated in the multitudinous
sagas of human distress, and our cell phones were replete
with selfies from each possible aesthetic angle, we slowly
moved towards our vehicle. Of course, we had other sights
to see. We had spent more time than we had earmarked for
it. The last person to emerge out of the temple took a little
longer than usual somehow. In the temple premises, we
saw him buying a piece of paper from a person seated at a
conspicuous place. His back toward us, my colleague
started writing something and went back inside the temple
to fasten it. When he returned, his face was flushed with
embarrassment to see our grin from ear to ear. With a flick
of his hand, he explained, “It was nothing”. He explained
that he just followed the ritual for sheer fun. But we all
realised that if we leave this temple without following this
ritual, we might spend the whole afternoon (or may be a
lifetime) cursing ourselves for not taking advantage of a
precious offer. After moments of hesitation, we all boughta
piece of paper each, and wrote our individual prayers
addressed to Golu Devta, and took care not to peep at each
other's scribblings. If we had, we must have found different
versions of the same identical tales that we had scoffed at
not so long ago. Each out of their own.inhibitions, we shed
our academic demeanour and looked like vulnerable
children too little to understand the intricate workings of
the universe.

An eye for an eye only ends up making
the whole world blind.

- Mahatma Gandhi




Wait for Portia Dear "They"

Dr. Bimelsh K. Singh Sonali Kumari

Associate Professor & Head Department English

Department of English | MGCU2017ENGL3020
Who can tgll, words are real? Lastnight, she lost her most near and dear one,
Encompassing the heart of truth her only child. Corona has deprived her of everything
as true sons of Nature do feel, in life. Her husband divorced and left her last year
through the Cosmic calls forsooth. with nothing but few clothes, a newly born child and
‘ tears in eyes. She had just come out of depression
How poorly the signs form text! when a new depression knocked at her gate by taking
Sensg eV_ades the shows on pages, away her child. They say, she has become insane and
hanging in the pretext and context, ill-fated for everyone's life. They always beat her but
silhouetted against chaotic rages. why? My mind doesn't help me to find a reply. They
also took away her mud house and memories of her

Alas! Human life's a mess! child.

One's born with countless Now, she lives near a graveyard. Yeah..., her
desires to act and react on dais, new neighbours, 'trees', 'Stars', 'Sun', 'moon', are
but ends helpless and hopeless. helpful and kind. These new neighbours always insist

' ' ' her not to commit suicide because it can't solve the

The 'Bard of Avon' created Portias problems of life.
various with faculties fabulous, Oppression of women isn't a new chapter to
one had the wit and beauty divine; describe. It's been there from the very beginning of

another died from times tedious. human life.

Many reforms have been made for the welfare
Between what she says of women. Many laws have given them different
and What she intends ; rights. Oppression of women is an incurable disease
there lies a way of ways because women don't want to retaliate against the so
to mean more than pretends. called 'they'. Let us hope the sacrifice of women will

) ) be understood by the 'they' some day.
Portia! How long will I long

to wait for your sharing rare?
Where words fail to prolong
the freshness of love so fair.

You must be the change you wish
to see in the world.

- Mahatma Gandhi




A Failed Experiment

Prof. Arttatrana Pal
Professor & Head,
Department of Zoology

Dean, School of Life Sciences

I was quite happy to become a famous medical
doctor not only in India but also very familiar in many
advanced countries. However, my mind was not stable
because of my father's dream to own biggest Prize “The
Nobel Prize”. My life was pretty different, far away from
the goal my father dreamt for me. I realized my journey
was derailed and should move to the track. Sitting in the
best lab at Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
America, [ evoked my previous life after completion of the
regular course in “Medicine”. I had spent years going
home fairly satisfied at the end of the day after finishing my
regular routine work. A Clinic had been completed
sincerely, treatments prescribed thoroughly, patients
reviewed bit-by-bit, some recovered from the disease and
few were suffering in death bed. When I moved from
patients, medicines, tablets, outdoor, surgery into research,
the biggest shock to me was failure in my research lab. |
could do weeks of hard work and yet see no tangible
success as | planned. Again [ enthused into deep research
thinking that this was where the real progress would be
made with pioneering ideas, where I could make a
difference. Every so often, looking at the most-recent in a
long and time-consuming line of failed experiments, |
wasn't so sure, why it happened. I had no idea. Discussed
with fellow colleagues leisurely and realized, failure was
something that all researcher experienced in life time and it
was not one day job; but it's hard to tell, looking at my
shiny conferences, polished presentations and glossy
journals. Comfortable science was an oxymoron, the
lesson I received from my father in my childhood, when |
took my subjects lightly and adopted short-cut methods.
From his mouth, still it was ringing in my brain corridor “If
you want to make difference from others, that means
taking a leap in the dark — a leap you might not take if
you're too afraid to fail”.

Keeping all his harsh strategies and stunning
suggestions, I walked every step in my life to achieve the
goal. One fine morning my father's dream was fulfilled
when I went through a news paper. My name was
nominated for Nobel Prize earlier and I was selected for
that in “Medicine”. I was not quite happy without sharing
this great news with my father, who was in a remote place

where he had spent years dreaming about my success since
my early days. [ was doubtful whether he remembered all
his sufferings or not. That's why I changed my track to
fulfill his dream. Within no time, I picked my telephone
and tried to reach him.

Unfortunately, I did not get any answer. After that [
was little bit worried and realized that in last couple of
years I could not make a call due to my busy experiments.
My telephone had fallen down and I was in different world
for a while. Negative things were running in my mind
about my father, who lost my mother from my early age,
which I could not remember. Within no time I packed all
my essential things and planned to reach him as soon as
possible and show him “your dream has been fulfilled
now”’, but sorry papa, it was quite late and took long time as
you suggested “no short-cut methods”. On the way back to
my father, I could not keep my steps anywhere. Each
moment, [ saw his face calmly, which I did not see for quite
along time and was fairly curious to show his dream in my
reach. Meanwhile, I reached my home town and it was
pretty hard to find the path to reach him, where I spent all
my childhood. Somehow, I took a narrow path to catch my
home and slowly remembered where I spent my pleasure
time with friends and shared my words with them in my
childhood days. I was confused after seeing my house,
which looked like a slum cottage with big lock hanging in
the door. I did not know, when I laid down near the door
and drops of tears began running on my check. Neighbor's
aunty with age of about 80, perhaps my mother's age, was
watching the entire picture from her house. All of a sudden
she rushed to me and picked up with her arms and held
closely to her chest for a while. I think she had recognized
me and slowly narrated the incident that happened with my
father. Shortly, he was suffering from Cancer for years
together and passed away due to corona infection last
February. Really, I was uncontrolled for a while and felt
guilty. what will happen with the Prize and my discovery,
which could not help my father who really dreamed for
that. Aunty opened the door and I entered the cottage. |
could not believe that house was mine, where I started my
life and spent all my childhood. The room looked quite
different and all the materials looked like garbage. [ saw a
tin coffer sitting in the corner, where we kept all my
precious things in my school days. Took a step towards the
coffer and opened gently. Except a brown diary nothing
was left inside. Eagerly I went through the diary page by
page and wondered if some harsh strategies and stunning
suggestions were left for the rest of my life without him. In
nice hand writing, my father wrote few words for me in the

All the religions of the world, while they may %
differ in other respects, unitedly proclaim that nothing 4
lives in this world but Truth.

- Mahatma Gandhi




last page of the diary. Maybe he had some intuition in his
mind at the eleventh hours. This is the last suggestion for
me that's why he chooses the last page of the diary. My eyes
were thrilling to read the words line by line. It was not so
hard as earlier— “My hand is trembling as I can not
concentrate as earlier. How do [ write all that [ want to say.
Today [ am quite happy that you are doing last experiment
at big institute to achieve the goal, and you never say no
with all my strict advice to fulfill my dream. I have strong
faith in GOD. You will reach the destiny one day, maybe I
will not be there to bless you further. I kept that wish in my
heart like pearl inside the oyster and let my country prosper
and achieve recognition that will give me immense
pleasure. Letme go to haven as proud father of you, to rise
again and rejoice in its glory™.

I could not reach up to the end of his letter. I was
wondering around the face of my father, sweet words when
I was tired, motivation towards the goal, and his entire plan
to fulfill the dream. Now I understand his loneliness,
absence of my mother, fighting for the disease and
sufferings all alone. Today he is no more to see his success
in my hand. [ ran a long way with all his stimulation to
fulfill the dream without rest. Many experiments were
performed in my lab after I left my professional career,
some wherein I failed and some which I achieved. Today I
am alone and have failed in the real life experiments. [ am
so tired to express my respect and realize that without his
presence, all my experiments and achievements have
failed.

The Problem of
Unemployment in India

Sonakshi Priya j#
M.A English (Sem-1T) &

The problem of unemployment means the
problem of providing work to those who are willing to
work. A large number of educated and uneducated
people who are capable of work are unemployed and
jobless.

In our country, this problem has assumed an
acute form. A large number of people are either partly
employed or wholly unemployed. India cannot claim
to be a welfare country as long as this problem
remains unsolved.

It is a well-known fact that our country is
thickly populated. The population is increasing by
leaps and bounds. So naturally, a large number of the
people are left unemployed.

Moreover, our education system is also
responsible for this problem. The problem of
unemployment is mainly an economic one. Our joint
family system is gradually breaking down. This may
be a good social change from one point of view, but
from unemployment's point of view, it is harmful.
When we live jointly, some family members get
employed in the family professions. So, the
Government has recently come out with a plan to
provide employment.

When people get technical and vocational
education, they will not hanker after services upon
completing their education. They will come out well
prepared to stand on their own legs.

The problem will be half-solved, if this
suggestion is implemented.

Conclusion:

Our country cannot advance economically,
politically or socially unless this problem is solved.
Many social evils are spread due to unemployment.
Frustration, drug-addiction, even suicide are by and
large, the evil results of unemployment. It is, therefore
the duty of the Government to make every possible
effort to solve this problem.

Humanity is an ocean;
if a few drops of the ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.

You must not lose faith in humanity. %

X
- Mahatma Gandhi §




Mr. Branded

Mr. Balande Chandoba Narsing
Assistant Professor,
Department of English

“I'm an inborn branded”, these words in the
crowd attracted my attention arousing the eagerness
to know who it is. Incredible! It is a man but was
distinct from others. And what was the distinctness
in him?

This branded man was proud of his
brandedness and looked down upon all that is
unbranded. But it was not his own fault as he was
inborn branded. The date he was born was 32, month
13 that is BrandLee, year 190089 (as he liked lengthy
numbers), and day Branday (after Sunday before
Monday). The whole universe was looking forward to
welcoming the branded baby. As it was branded, it
took ten month to come out of the womb. Usually, the
very first communication of any newborn baby with
the world begins with a cry. But when the branded
baby was born, it began smiling. Nobody could
decode the smiling of the baby. After a short time, the
branded baby began crying unlike other babies that is
pu pu puumma, puuummmaa puma.... It kept on
crying. The doctor, the sisters, and even its mother
made unsuccessful efforts to stop its cry but the crying
increased louder and louder. The whole hospital was
tensed from midnight. The patients suffering from
blood pressure were shifted to other wards. The very
arrival of the baby brought tension to others. It
dawned but the baby did not stop crying. Attempts
were made to feed the baby with milk but it was in
vain. At last the doctors and sisters, when its cry was
unbearable, left the hospital.

The father of the baby, poor fellow, was
perplexed and rushed out of the hospital. After an hour
he came running with a bag in hand. The baby still was
crying. He took a very big T-shirt out of the bag and
covered the baby. The very next moment the baby
stopped crying. The doctors and sisters could not
understand anything but the father understood it very

well. The T-shirt that covered the baby was of PUMA
brand and therefore the baby was named as Mr.
Branded. His passion for brandedness was really
inborn.

Mr. Branded took admission in Nike School
where he developed much more passion towards
brandedness and took higher education from Reebok
University. Now he was 26, and desired to get
married. Ten years were spent for finding an exact
match, even advertised in newspapers that 'Wanted a
Branded Bride' but in vain. Alas! He remained
unmarried throughout his life.

Everything in house was branded. His passion
for brandedness grew more and more even in his old
age. His body became very weak and he died. Soon
the cause of his death came to light that he wore tight
branded T-shirt even in his old age and it resulted in
his death. His Will, in which it was written that his
funeral should be the branded one, was found. The
place for the funeral was above the clouds, several
planes were hired. His corpse was kept in a separate
branded plane which was fully decorated. One plane
was full of sandalwood. His relatives searched for a
branded shroud but could find nowhere. Just a piece of
simple white cloth covered his body. All those who
attended the funeral were wearing PUMA T-shirts.
After some time, the decorated plane as well as the
corpse of Mr. Branded were found missing. Mr.
Branded disappeared, could not be seen anywhere.
Those who came to attend the funeral were shocked
for amoment. Tears could be seen in their eyes as they
laughed too much remembering Mr Branded's past
life. Their laughter was so loud that it could be heard
even on the land. How does the corpse of Mr. Branded
disappear? I think Mr. Branded might have directly
been taken to Hell by Yama.

Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind. %
It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction ?
devised by the ingenuity of man. g

- Mahatma Gandhi




Remember Mahatma Gandhi
Before Committing Suicide

Wakil Kumar Yadav
Ph.D. Research Scholar, English
Reg. No. MGCU2019ENGL6006

Character cannot be built with mortar and Stone,
1t cannot be built by hands other than your own.

8 lakh people commit suicide worldwide every
year. Out of eight lakh people 17% are Indian residents. In
India the most common suicide age group is 15 to 29 years.
It means that the youths between 15 to 29 years are
committing suicide due to various reasons. The reasons
are mental disease as well as social pressure. It has been
realised by doctors that it happens due to the mental
disease. There is chemical change in the mind of youth
that leads to suicide. Students, singers, actors, actress,
professionals are often seen committing suicide. Farmers,
private sector working employees are no less in this race of
suicide.

Due to social pressure like carrier building, failure
in life, love affair, taking various types of drugs, not being
able to face the bitter criticism people sometimes commit
suicide. These suicidal groups can't manage their stress
and hence they commit suicide.

India youths should not commit suicide at any
cost, under any circumstances or in any situation. They
need to remember the struggles of Mahatma Gandhi.
Mahatma Gandhi faced bitterness and sorrow throughout
his life but he never committed suicide nor even thought to
do so in his entire life. Although he was murdered by
Godse. Mahatma Gandhi was kicked out from the train,
slapped by Britishers, abused by Britishers, humiliated by
British police, he was sent to Jail. He did various
Satyagraha, kept fast and did several Strikes. A plethora of
other activities were done by Gandhi ji that was not easy to
manage but he managed all these things and he just kept on
struggling. His struggle and philosophy lead India as an
independent country. The whole world remembers
Mahatma Gandhi as an icon of truth, simplicity, kindness
and nonviolence. 2" October is celebrated as International
Day of nonviolence.

The youths should learn from the life of Mahatma
Gandhi. He did not sleep for various days and nights. He
was also criticized, tasted bitterness and suffered in many
other ways but he did not decide to commit suicide. He
kept on his struggle. I don't know why youths of India are
committing suicide. Why our new generation is even

thinking of committing suicide? The youths of India and
the youths of world should learn from the life of Mahatma
Gandhi and his teachings and apply them into their day-to-
day life. Ifthey follow the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi,
they will be mentally fit and they will not do such type of
wrong acts anymore.

Amanof struggle,

How can even think committing suicide.

Aman of peace, truth and equality,

How can he accept defeat in so hurry?

Hewill struggle, struggle and struggle

Until he achieves the goal.

Those teachings of Mahatma Gandhi will be as
torch in your life. A torch removes darkness and lights the
path in the same way the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
will keep you always bright, energetic and strong. So every
youth should remember and follow the given points. You
will not be frustrated. You will always be winner
everywhere.

1. Believe in yourself- Believe in yourself, the whole
world will believe you. A man should believe in himself. If
he believes in himself, others will also believe in him. If
you don't believe in yourself, then you cannot expect from
others to believe in you.

2. Think before you act- The future depends on what you
do today. So think before acting. Your every step must be
taken carefully. Only then you can achieve the goal. Think
of the consequences and outcomes of your every step. Are
the steps good enough? Are you going on right path or not?
What will you get after taking that step? So before
committing suicide think what you will get. Can a suicide
be the best option? Can your suicide change or alter your
sorrow. You need to think over these things before
committing suicide.

3. Be positive- A man is the product of his thoughts. He
becomes what he thinks. If you always think positive you
will be confident. Your minds force you to act on what it
thinks. Never think of committing suicide. If you think
about suicide, your mind will process and bring to commit
suicide. So don't ever think so.

3. Let the change begin from you- You must be the
change you wish to see in the world. What you want to see
in the world you must start from yourself. If you want to
see change in the people, you need to change yourself first.
If you want every person to encourage and praise you then
you first need to encourage and praise those who are near
you. Then others may follow and cooperate with others;
this will become the practice.

4. Simplicity- Simplicity is the best practice of a man.

It 1s better to be violent, if there 1s violence in our hearts, %
than to put on the cloak of Non-Violence to cover impotence. é

- Mahatma Gandhi




Always maintain simplicity. Be simple but think high.
Mahatma Gandhi was a man of simple living but high
thinking. So think high. Do not think of any negativity.

5. Be Brahmacharya- A student who is in learning period,
who wants to achieve something and wants to bring change
in the society, must maintain Brahmacharya. This act will
keep your will fresh, energetic and balanced. You will be
able to concentrate on your study. You will learn more. You
will do better. Hence you will get better result. You will be
happy. And a happy man cannot commit suicide. Do your
jobinabetter way.

5. Vegetarian- Be vegetarian. This will keep you mentally
and morally fit. Your mind will always be cool. Your diet
decides your health. A healthy body keeps healthy mind.
So keep yourself healthy. You need to be aware of dirt.
Students must be vegetarian. A healthy mind means
healthy thoughts. And healthy thoughts make you a
winner.

6. Truth- Always speak truth. Never lie. This habit is
always beneficial for everyone. Truth can't be defeated. So
always stand with truth. The truth will make you
victorious.

7. Nonviolence- Committing suicide or harming oneself
also comes under violence. So don't harm yourself nor
harm others. God favours those who don't harm self and
don't think of harming others. So everybody should follow
nonviolence.

8. Kindness- Kindness is one of the best ornaments of a
person. So be kind to yourself as well as to all the creatures
of the world. Forgive those who are against you today.
They will be kind to you tomorrow.

9. Believe in love- Light reflects light. The way you love
others, others will also love you. A man should always love
every creature. Small and large all should get our affection.
All are equally spreading beauty to our nature. Don't harm
any creature of the earth. Love people around you. The
more you care for the people, the more will people care for
you. If you think positive about someone, be sure he will
also think positive about you.

10. Live to learn- always be prepared to learn something.
The knowledge you earn will be always be with you.

11. Fight until victory is achieved- Don't worry about
your problems. Don't be frustrated. Work quietly and
wisely. The toughest work might be solved soon. Don't be
defeated, don't think of committing suicide. Suicide is not
the solution for any problem. Fight and one day you will be
victorious. Everything will be according to you.

12. Learn to forgive- forgive the people who are against
you. Forgive them those who are criticizing and causing

you frustration. The day will come when they will dance
on your success. Like should be treated as like and
unlike should also be treated as like.

Morning Ritual

Dr. Umesh Patra
Assistant Professor,
Dept of English

My village woman

Wakes up early

Rushes to the pond with a bundle of clothes
Her naked feet

Crushing the blackberries on the street
Returns with her friends after an hour

Her veil held tightly by her teeth

Water dripping from the wet clothes

My village woman

Comes to the town

Wakes up early

Rushes to the train lines with a /ofa of water

Does her business behind the bush

Do you know what she does when a train passes by?
She just stands up

¢

It 1s health that is real wealth and not %
pieces of gold and silver. é

- Mahatma Gandhi




COVID-19 As a
Natural Scientific Tool

Ishtiaq Ahmed
Ph.D. Scholar
Department of English

Nowadays, COVID-19 is one of the most serious
issues, facing us in the age of most advanced science and
technology. What is the full form of COVID-19? 'CO'
stand for Corona, 'VI' stand for Virus, and 'D' stands for
Disease. So it becomes 'Corona Virus Disease'. Now, what
is '19' or, why it is called COVID-19? Because for the first
time it was identified in December 2019 in Wuhan city of
China. That is why it called'COVID-19'. As we all know
that COVID-19 is a pandemic which is a serious threat to
the life of human beings throughout the world. The man
has claimed of being the most powerful authority in the
world due to the increasing developmental process and
advancement of science and technology. There is hardly
anything left untouched and undiscussed by man. The man
has even reached on moon to search for settlement on it.
Not only this, man is also imagining of visiting other
planets.

Man had never thought before that he could be
controlled by any external power. The major capitalists in
the world have captured all the minds and power of every
nation as well as individuals. They run the world for their
own profits and to make their will successful. For this
reason, they instill different ideologies in the minds of
people by exercising their powers. By neglecting the
values of common people's lives, they have very
technically diverted the attention towards wealth and
power instead of giving values to the natural laws and
global harmony.

Consequently, in the greed of wealth and power,
people unknowingly started to destroy the ecosystem for
the sake of their name and fame. It has created
environmental pollution, like air pollution, water
pollution, noise pollution, soil pollution and atmosphere
pollution. All these pollutions gave birth to a new kind of
pollution that is the “mind pollution”. By living in such a
polluted environment the minds of people get polluted.
They have started to quarrel with each other on the basis of
caste, colour, creed, race, notion, religion, language,
culture, faith and eating habits. One wants to impose one's
own culture and ideology on others, and to make them
slaves and feel inferior while considering oneself as a
superior. Imitating each other, everyone has become

hungry for power and has started causing bloodshed of the
weaker one for the sake of their name and fame. No one
cares for the global harmony, increasing environmental
pollution, or the disturbance in ecosystem which has been
very scientifically set by nature to sustain the life of all
living creatures.

Some sections, caste, race or group of people
started to oppress the other one through their majority to
prove their unity. The majority of oppressors have
exploited a large bulk of weaker sections socially,
politically, economically and physically.

If we observe the present scenario, before the
appearance of COVID-19, rich were becoming richer,
poor were becoming poorer, the weak were becoming
weaker and the powerful were becoming more powerful
day by day. The crimes and brutalities were increasing in
day to day life, ideological clashes were taking place
everywhere and created a lot of destruction. Rules and
regulations are made by elites and implemented on poor
people. But elites themselves do not follow the rules. The
burden of keeping environment neat and clean is laid on
the shoulders of the common and poor people only. While
the capitalists and elites were fully involved in polluting
the environment through the rapid growth of
industrialization; polluting the atmosphere by the huge
amount of smoke omitted from multinational factories,
industries, vehicles; tones of smoke were produced per
hour throughout the world which has badly depleted the
atmosphere and space that has caused climatic
disturbance.

Vertically polluted minds started to raise the
communal riots, rapes and brutalities. People have madly
started to assemble in the crowd to lynch innocents and
weaker sections everywhere in the world, it seems that
rape and lynching has become a culture. Unfortunately,
“Lynching and Rape Culture” symbolises the power of
unity and majority instead of apprehending it as a crime.

Keeping in view all these issues, it seems that
nature has taken into its consideration all these kinds of
brutalities, exploitation, killings, increasing
environmental pollution, overcrowding, production of
huge amount of garbage and dumping it into sea, rivers and
at the different parts of the earth to pollute it and its rapid
degradation, and set up COVID-19 as its scientific tool to
control the situation which was continuously pushing the
world and its globally eco-friendly ecosystem towards
edge of destruction.

Now, this contagious COVID-19 has beautifully
controlled the whole world from going towards more

An error does not become truth by reason of %
multiplied propagation, nor does truth become error 4
because nobody sees it. §

- Mahatma Gandhi




destruction, by creating the fear of its spreading via social
gathering in the mind of every individual. Keeping in view
this contagious disease, governments of different parts of
the world have announced a complete lockdown
throughout the globe. After it, benefits of lockdown are
apparent to everyone. As we all know how it (lockdown)
has controlled overcrowding, social gathering, huge
traffic on the roads, smoke omitting from the factories,
industries, and vehicles, mob lynching, molestation and
rape through social distancing; increasing environmental
pollution, air pollution, water pollution, etc.

Nature has very technically and scientifically set
up COVID-19 as its scientific tool, on the one hand to
control all the increasing leading factors of pollutions,
exploitation and destruction of the world wide natural
ecosystem. On the other hand it has united the whole world
on a single platform to combat collectively with such
contagious disease, leaving behind issues of caste, colour,
creed, and racial discrimination, regional, religious and
ideological conflicts.

Although it has broken the unity and majority
physically but at the same time it has united the people
throughout the world mentally and ideologically to fight
against it, by saying that “Jaan hai tho Jahaan hai” (if our
life is secure then the world is ours).

Therefore, it obviously appears that COVID-19 is
a natural scientific tool by which nature has completely
controlled the world. On one hand it has set apart people
from each other physically, and saved them from fighting
against each other, and on the other hand, it has united the
people mentally and created the sense of oneness among
them to fight collectively againstit (COVID-19).

In this way we can say COVID-19 is a scientific
tool of Nature to control and maintain the level and fill up
the gap of world's ecosystem and global harmony.

Remember
Remember, You are the relief of someone's pain.
You are the light of someone's darkness. Remember,
Remember, You are the oxygen of someone's life.
You are the ray of hope Remember,
of' someone's despair. You are the answer of my every question.
Remember, Always remember,
You are the medicine You are the only truth that exists to me
of someone's wound. Because I saw you within me.
Remember,

Lightning of Lamp

Indu Bala

Ph.D Research Scholar
MGCU2019EDUC6004
Department of Educational Studies
School of Education

Lightning of lamp means

A light of positivity

A light of hope

A light of smile

A light of brightness

A light of belief

A light of pride

A light of win

A light of encouragement.
Lightning of lamp is a symbol,

A symbol of:

The victory of goodness over evil,
A symbol of Truth

A symbol of Knowledge

A symbol of Understanding.

Why you underestimate it?

It is a power:

A power to fight with darkness

A power of energy

A power of light

A power to kick-off the negativity.
A power of togetherness.

Lighting the Lamp gives us Spirit.
This is the value of lightning the lamp
This is the importance of lamp.
The lightning of lamp is the symbol of
Our culture and our tradition.

Ujjwal Kumar
B.A. English (Sem. VI)

Nobody can hurt me
without my permission.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Gandhism- The Most Imperative
Ideology against Western
imperialism

Rahul Mishra
Ph.D. Research scholar
Department of English

Gandhiji was a person who evolved from the
status of a saint and thinker to charismatic political
leader by the contribution of his ideology in
mobilising the popular movement. Being a second
populous country, it was very tough to lead such a
great political movement and unite the entire
population under a single umbrella. Some of the most
important facts which ushered Gandhian philosophy
to become a mass based movement are as follows:-
A.Non- violence

It was suitable for men's and women's
participation as well. It also helped to establish
psychological equality with British empire.

B. Satyagraha

It was one of the most peaceful methods of
political protest and attracted the common people as
well.

C.Swaraj

It was one of the vague concepts and hence
different class of the society was having different
interpretations about its context. It was different for
Farmers, capitalists, Middle class as well.

D. Class collaboration

It helped in forming joint front in the national
movement. Gandhiji in order to unite capitalist as
well as workers, said to the poor that 'Capitalist is like
your father' and to the capitalist that 'Poor are like
your kids and hence "Take care of them'.

E. Attack on Western Modernisation

It was attractive to those who lagged behind

others in the process.

F. To adapt the life style of common people

When Gandhiji came back to Delhi, he
preferred to live in servant's quarter instead of staying
in hotels or at the home of any rich person. This made
him so connected to the commoners of India.

G. It was also a big duty to link lakhs of villages to
Congress politics through constructive village work.
So he started conducting Prabhat Pheris and Bhajans

all around the Indian villages. As a result, Congress
got a mass reach over the commoners of India which
later helped them to rule over India for many years
after independence without any strong opposition.

H. Gandhiji wanted to connect himself with all the
sections of Indian society whether it was untouchable,
poor or capitalists. So he started Anti untouchability
programme in order to link Congress with the
untouchables at that time.

I. He chose salt as an issue as it is the most common
substance used by everybody in order to bridge the
gap between the middle and the lower class. And
hence organised salt satyagraha movement against
Britishers.

These all Factors are the most imperative ways used
by Gandhiji throughout his life to debilitate Western
imperialism in India.

Pandemic and We

Sandeep Kuamr
M.A English (Sem-1I)
MGCU2019ENGL4002

We have neither control nor clue

about this Pandemic,

We are just living hectic life devoid of Joys,
Managing our needs with countable
government's decoys,

Humans are here and there like trashes sporadic.
Is the pot of Sin really overfilled?

Is the Nature these days being taken for granted?
So many of us have so many stories to narrate,
But this is the time

When strong relationship with Nature

should be built.

A 'No' uttered from the deepest conviction is
better than a "Yes' merely uttered to please, or worse,
to avoid trouble.

- Mahatma Gandhi




A Glorious Golden
Flower Called Literature

Vidushi
B.A. English (Sem. VI)

Let me enjoy the happy spring with verses,
Palanquin bearers, introduction and the orphan girl
Night of the scorpion and more like pearl,

To enjoy, understand, feel pain and curses.

Let me shift like seasons, to prose now,

Letter to lord chesterfield, Of studies,

The Coverly household

Westminster Abbey, spectator club and more to unfold
Ablend of satire, reality and suggestion is a wow.

Awaiting the lofty tragedies and plays
Oedipus, Othello, Faustus, Macbeth, Hamlet
Chalk circle, Doll's house, Ghosts and more;
Not to forget

The prophecy, downfall, magic, empowerment
and judgement to glaze.

Let these Autumn leaves remind me of poetry again,
Keats, Blake, Byron, Shelley, William Wordsworth,
Hunt, Coleridge and more to bring heaven on earth,
To feel the Nature, the spontaneity and words plain.

Let me dive deep into the epic and learn

Homer, Virgil, Illiad, Aeneid, Rape of the lock,
Mahabharata, Ramayana and more to get shock,
Heroic couplet, revenge,

How Lanka and the topless tower burn.

Let me devote my winter to the warmth of female words,
Austen, Bronté, Shelley, Sylvia Plath,

Anita Desai, Kamala Das, Sarojini and more

To show the path,

Love, problems, solitude, power, ah!

These words made swords.

How beautiful and glorious is this literature!
History, poems, Tragedies, Essays and letter,
Novels, Epic, Stories all make it better.
Read, feel first, then enjoy for real pleasure.

Gandhi and His Journey

Raj Pandey
B.A. English (Sem. VI)

On the first launch of annual magazine 2020,
Once again we welcome Gandhi,
In our auspicious MGCU boundary,
Once again we welcome Gandhi.

Gandhi whom the world knows,

For he brings in change for those who deviate,

Gandhi whom the world follows

For he brings in change in those who violate.
He fought first for the right,
To gain equality in black and white,
And determined not to quit,
Unless he'd found it.

Then he came to India,

With his slogan of peace,

Everyone welcomed him,

With warm heart of grace.
When people were being terrorised
by British in India,
God sent Gandhi as a Messiah,
He, saddened on seeing all those cruelties,
Decided to find the way to liberty.

He started his protest from Champaran

with motive of freedom,

And finally made India independent

with his sense of wisdom,

Not by fight, violence or war ,

But only with truth and non-violence as his two gears.
Wish Gandhi always prevails in us,
Wish he always prevails in this universe,
Let us nurture Gandhi in everyone in
every way
Let us be Gandhi and teach our new
generation to follow Gandhi's way...

There is a higher court than courts
of justice and that is the court of conscience.
It supercedes all other courts.

- Mahatma Gandhi




Death Banquet:
A Social Necessity ?

Ujjwal Kumar
B.A. English (Sem. VI)
MGCU2017ENGL3021

In every community of our country, there is a
tradition of conducting Death Banquet (funeral
reception). In general, this is done when a family
member passes away. Then members of the family
perform 12 days of rituals after the funeral. Then on the
thirteenth-day, people are invited for meal comprising
sweets. According to the Hindu belief, there are Solah
Sanskaras. From Garbhaadhan Sanskar to Antyesti
Sanskar (birth to death). But it's not written anywhere
that conducting death banquet is compulsory.

When someone dies, everyone in the family
remains in grief. Nobody eats properly till the 12th day
of the ritual. In Mahabharata, when Krishna goes to
meet Duryodhana with a proposal to not have a war with
Pandavas, Duryodhana rejects his proposal straight
away and at last, asked Krishna to have a meal. Krishna
replied saying that one should take food at a place only if
it's offered willingly and accepted gladly. If we see the
condition on the 13th day, the one who feeds is definitely
not happy, then how do we go to that place to eat
something. If we go in depth and read how this practice
started, then we will come to know that initially or even
today there is the concept of Bhamhabhoj means
brahmins are fed so that the deceased's soul can get
peace or those who were rich used to feed poor people.
Every coin has two faces. If we look from one
perspective, what could be better than feeding a few
poor people?

But again we must accept that funeral reception
was never an integral part of Hindu mythology. If few
poor people and brahmins were fed it was an
individual's choice. It was not compulsory. But now, it
has become an intrinsic part of social norms to feed
hundreds and thousands. If the family of the deceased is
poor, then how could that family collect money to
conduct Bhoj? See there is irony, on one side a family is
struggling to afford a one-time meal and on the other
side, there is pressure to feed a large group of people.
Therefore, many intellectuals have denounced this
tradition as a social evil.

When Dr. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism
along with ten thousand people, he took twenty-two
pledges. In pledge number six, he says, [ shall not
conduct death banquet ceremony nor shall attend
because it is a superstition. Meanwhile, the Rajasthan
government passed a law 'Mrityu Bhoj Act-1960'. If
someone breaks the rules, they will be fined one
thousand or one-year imprisonment or both. The
government also clarified that if it is practiced, then its
information must be given to Sarpanch, Ward, and other
departments of the concerned village. If information is
hidden, then strict actions will be taken.

Here, the question arises why there is pressure
over the deceased family to conduct Death Banquet?
Actually, in the same way as marriage has become a kind
of social status, the death banquet has also become a
social status. When a middle-class family conducts a
wedding ceremony of its daughter, they put all their
money in dowry or sometimes family borrows money to
save face. As a result, the family becomes economically
weaker.

Similarly, death banquet is also a type of social
custom. To complete that tradition, a family is crushed
under debt. Remember, Madhav, Ghisu from
Premchandra's Kafan where Madhav's wife Budhiya
dies due to poverty and lack of right treatment? Here, the
irony is that they had no money before her death but
after her death they got money for free to buy shroud.
This story hints that the poor should be fed. Not like
today, when they are being pressured to feed others and
in that process they borrow money and it is one of the
reasons that contributes to poverty. It is only Rajasthan
that has taken an initial step to prevent it, but time has
come to work together and eliminate this practice from
society.

We don't need to recall that a large chunk of our
community is economically backward. That's why we
are at 126th position in the world ranking with regard to
per-capita income. Rajasthan's High court Advocate Dr.
Dheeraj Agrawal says, Crores of rupees are spent in a
year for funeral reception. It takes around sixty thousand
to one lakh to conduct one Death Banquet ceremony.
One can easily draw blueprint of poor Indians and this
matter needs to be taken seriously.

At last, if the weaker section gets rid of the Death
Banquet tradition, then they might live a good life and
then they could think of better health and education. But

We may never be strong enough to be entirely nonviolent %
in thought, word and deed. But we must keep Non-Violence 4
as our goal and make strong progress towards it.

- Mahatma Gandhi




it is an appeal to our young generation and intellectuals
to take this matter seriously and help society so that it
can get rid of the social evil and after that, a poor family
will not be crushed under debt. It's unnecessary!

Invisible Mugger

Sonali Kumari
B.A. English (Sem. VI)
MGCU2017ENGL3020

Again came there where no one resides,
Only Eagles, Sky, Temples, and Butterflies.
These Muses inspire me what to write,

And how to turn these thoughts into a rhyme.

Do we exist in Real world or just a world of Lies?
Found the answer but upon it I can't really rely.

Virus has raised this question and wants a reply
Fallen human beings urge Sun,

Moon and Earth to clarify.

Virus has bewildered our active body and mind,

By confining ourselves in a state so deprived.
Though, virus fulfilled dream of time,

The dream of sleeping and living with family all the
time.

Now, bored like 'Sisyphus' due to limitations in sight,
Life has become absurd due to repetition of the same
activity day and night.

Our lives seem similar to that of 'Tithonus',

Our limited immortality turned to be cruel, dreamless
and infamous.

Every human effort to decode this pandemic,

Is doomed to fail and shatter like a pot of ceramic.
Human beings have failed, Supernatural is the only
hope,

To solve this crisis, we must free our minds and widen
the scope.

Fourth Pillar

Abhishek Anand
B.A. English (Sem. VI)
MGCU2017ENGL3002

What was once the fourth pillar,

Is today reduced to a mere entertainment!
There are plenty advices on how to be safe
During the nuclear war

And predictions about the uncertain tomorrow,
Evading every issue of importance,

Like that dog on street,

Which wakes up from sleep to bark

And goes back to slumber again!
Beingsold like a land,

Delving into the profit-making business,
The media concerns are

Justabout TRP and ratings,

The shifted focus from more important
GDP to Mrs. Mandal,

Highlighting cinemas and theatres

More than our youth's future,

We have reached a point

Where temples and mosques

Are discussed more seriously

Than the crumbling economy!

They told “We have more youths”

But

They didn't say we are spoiling our youths,
They didn't say “How youth's mindset has been forcedly
changed”;

They say we are the best-we are the best

But the factis all of them are worst;

Spreading fake news has become their profession,

They are best in telling “Cock and bull story”,

They are best at making a mountain of amole,

They are best in hypnotising others,

Some ofthem are best at licking

They will do what their “Aaka tells them”

Now they are more loyal than Dog

They will definitely bark but for no reason

And

when they should bark they are sleeping like an infant
They don't care about what's going on in the nation;

Now they have become vendible

But

One day they all will have to confess,

They will all have to accept the harsh reality,

And they will have to accept “No man can serve two masters.”

My religion is based on truth and Non-Violence. %
Truth is my God. Non-violence is the means of realising Him. §

- Mahatma Gandhi




Impact of Flood and
Covid-19 :
Distress on Every Individual
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Flood is not a pleasurable thing. Everybody is
familiar with it. Deluge is a natural calamity. It is
caused due to heavy rain pours, melting of ice and
snow, rising sea levels and the overflowing rivers. It
causes large scale destruction to the life and property.
It sweeps away villages and town. Flood causes loss
of people's lives, destruction of livelihood and shelter.
In Bihar, flood is common and comes every two or
three years. Whenever it comes, it destroys lives.
Impact of flood during COVID-19

Either mentally or physically, all are affected
by the pandemic or flood. Some people are infected by
the coronavirus. On the other hand, some of them are
suffering from flood. Those who are impacted by
flood are suffering a lot. They do not have proper food,
shelter, and places to stay. Some of them, whose
houses are drowned, go to their relatives for shelter
and some are suffering without any solace. Those who
are infected by virus and stay in areas unaffected by
flood are comparatively safer. They are following the
rules of 'social distancing'. The people who are
staying in waterlogged areas have forgotten about
epidemic altogether. They do not fear the epidemic
and cannot worry about its spread. They know they
will die either by flood or epidemic.

Effects of Flood on Privileged People

Flood is a natural calamity which destroys
everything. Whether they are rich or poor does not
matter. Its effect is detrimental on everyone. Common
people are much impacted by flood, such as farmers,
labourers and townlet people. Farmers have lost their
harvest of the year. They have invested money and
labour on their crops. Now those crops have been
ruined. The labourers staying in cities and towns are
also suffering. Their lives are also ruined. Most
labourers live hand to mouth. If they don't earn money
someday, they will have to sleep without food.
Workers are wandering for work. Flood has come
everywhere. Therefore, construction works have been

stopped. Those labourers are forced to do anything
because they are mostly impacted by flood. They tell
that they have come in search of job by swimming.
Their areas are mostly impacted by flood.

James Baldwin, an acclaimed writer, says that
"not everything that is faced can be changed but
nothing can be changed until it is faced". One can see
the labourers and only sympathises with their critical
condition. Although there are some schemes by the
government which provide money and food still,
these are not sufficient to fulfil all their needs.
Similarly, agriculture departments also provide
money to farmers in case their harvests are spoilt.

Privileged people are also affected by flood.
Even then, they can live happily in this critical
situation. They can survive and have enough food and
money by which they can tackle this situation. These
were some people (middle class) who can live happily
but Covid-19 has become an obstacle in their life.
Then flood has brought many problems in their life.
People are fighting for food and money. It has become
abig challenge for an individual to maintain humanity
during Covid-19.

Now, it's a testing time for an individual as to
how much patience and calm can they really maintain.
These circumstances (flood and Covid-19) convey a
message. The situation reminds me of what Mahatma
Gandbhi said about humanity-*“You must not lose faith
in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of
the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty”.

When restraint and courtesy are added to strength, %
the latter becomes irresistible. é

- Mahatma Gandhi




Human Trafficking :
The Black Truth

Richa Kumari
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We are living in a society where crimes are
very common. There are many misdeeds that happen
in our society in many ways and human trafficking is
one of them. It is a trade in which people do any type
of trade of labour or work forcibly, it is one of the
biggest frauds that is still happening. Traffickers
utilize force, fraud, and false promises to attract their
victims. They force them into labour and also harass
girls. They exploit them both mentally and physically.

Mainly there are three types of exploitations
by which people become the victim of human
trafficking viz. labour, sexual exploitation, and illegal
activity. People use young children and they make
promises so that they could do hard work for them.
Children do the work due to poverty which makes
them feel helpless and depressed. Worldwide,
millions of children are forced into works that
dispossess them of a happy childhood and education.
In 2016, several new-born babies were sold in
Kolkata. They marked two categories of babies, one
who had a fair complexion and another of those who
were dark. These things remind me of what Albert
Einstein once said “I love humanity, but I hate
humans”. Trafficking of women is one of the worst
forms of exploitation of human rights.

According to SSB (Shastra Seema Bal), Indo-
Nepal border became the area where human
trafficking mostly happened, especially that of
children and girls. In this process, male traffickers are
called 'brokers', and females are called 'Didi'. In this
trade, the top states that are involved are West Bengal,
Rajasthan, and Gujarat.

According to a survey in 2016-217, twenty-two
children are lost in Delhi daily. According to Women
and Child Development, fifty thousand four hundred
and forty-eight children and young girls were lost in
2015. One finds that it is increasing day by day. In an
interview, a girl from Ahmedabad said that girls are
treated like things. She was also a victim. People

exploit girls sexually and, in this process, victims are
affected by diseases like HIV, AIDS and it is a black
truth of our society.

In Illegal activities, traffickers force their
victims to take drugs. Sometimes people do illegal
organ trading in which they sell all organs of the
victim. This is the most profitable venture. They are
also forced to provide sexual services. During this
process, 70% of children are sold online through
'Brokers' and 'Didis' and they are profited by making
people slaves. Due to poverty, innocent people
become the puppets of the slaver.

In Varanasi, a victim (female) said that
traffickers had tortured her mentally and physically.
That lady belongs to the SOS (Societa Socialis)
organization. She says, “lives must change”. We are
also involved in this crime because we also ignore
things. We should make people aware of the
“National Human Trafficking Hotline”. We should
volunteer for poor people. There are many
organizations that help poor people who mostly
become the victims, but we ignore these things. We
see children working in shops but we ignore them and
we do not care about them. So the change will start
with us.

Gail Sheehy says, “If we do not change, we do
not grow, if we do not grow, we are not really living”.
So, we should not forget our humanity. Being
humans, it is our responsibility to take care of our
society and we must take action against any crime.

The essence of all religions is one.
Only their approaches are different.

- Mahatma Gandhi




Past, Present, Future
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Our past we can't recapture.
It's over and it's done.
No way to recover time;
All those days are gone.

No amount of colouring, painting with bright hue
Can change the way things happened.
No way to make it true.

No use fretting over, or
Regretting bygone days,

No need to get entangled
In memory's purple haze,

Or get caught up in unravelling
(or, of hoping we could do)
things that didn't go the way
we wanted them to.

The future is uncertain
No way for us to see
the things that tomorrow's holding,
for you or for me!

NOW is what's obtainable,
present moments we must share.
The future comes so quickly —
unseen but waiting there.
Seize the moments.

Grab all we can contain!

Our future is elusive.

Our past we cannot chain!

These My Words

Ritesh Kumar Singh
PhD, Department of English
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These my words are not mere word,
These are the essence of my soul,
And the reflection of my mind.
These are the unhealed wounds,

The wounds of time, the mistakes of mine,
Decorated with the life's rhymes.
These my words are the blessings of God,
The mirth of love and the joy of pain,
These are the keys of heart,
Unlock the passive and active thoughts.
These my words are imprint of mine,
Wit and emotions solemnized.
Which make the tale of life,

These my words,

Immortalize the mortal man of words.
These my words are not only mine,
These are the words of unheard voice,
Of weak and Suppressed.

These words are power to humanity,

To raise the voice against every discrimination.
These my words are colours
Of love, sorrow, foul and fair plays of men,
Which paint the picture of society.
These words are not mere words,
These are hope,

The hope of mine, yours and all.

The real difficulty is that people have no idea of what education truly is. We
assess the value of education in the same manner as we assess the value of land or of
shares in the stock-exchange market. We want to provide only such education as
would enable the student to earn more. We hardly give any thought to the

improvement of the character of the educated. The girls, we say, do not have to earn; so
why should they be educated? As long as such ideas persist there is no hope of our ever

knowing the true value of education.

-M.K. Gandhi

“Well, dead or alive, that's a pretty big list. You know, %
I think that it might be Gandhi, who is a real hero of mine.”

.
- Barak Hussain Obama §




What Happens over the
Rainbow Bridge?
Dr. Alka Lalhall
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I was sad in the beginning when [ came here.

I didn't want to leave my family in agony.

I could sense the sadness in their hearts.

Dad wrapped me in my favorite blanket

So I kept warm.

Mom gave me my favorite toy so I don't get lonely.
My sister wrote me a poignant eulogy that touched my
heart.

They consigned me carefully to the earth.

Tears welling inside and hard to contain;

But the silver lining is that we shall meet again.
They say the trail doesn't end here

And I shall be united with them again

Over the rainbow bridge.

Itis a pit stop on the way to heaven

Where all we pets await our humans.

Once we are reunited with them,

We walk past the door of heaven together.

Ornate green meadows,

Apicturesque valley with butterflies
Hovering atop the flowers,

This place is a treat to the eyes.

Not to mention, the actual treat that never runs out.
Itkind of grows on you eventually

But the longing for family never fades away.
I'am told that I shall meet them

In just a matter of few years.

Ad interim, I chase the butterflies playfully,
Eatto my heart's content,

Never bathe or re-groom,

I hated itanyway.

I'love catching forty winks under the trees

To the soft lullabies sung by the birds.

I have heaps of toys to jump on and play with.
My hip dysplasiais healed

And I no more feel any pain.

My vision that had been giving me problems
Towards my final days on earth,

Convalesced on its own.

I'am a happy healthy pooch in every sense
But the yearning for home never ends.
I'miss my mom's snuggles

And evening walks with dad

And the happy family time after dinner.

I could never fathom what they talked about,
But just looking at their happy faces

I would know that it was home.

This place they call it the Rainbow Bridge
Has everything to appease us,

But the ones we love.

Itis justanother day here at the rainbow bridge.
I'am playing with my friends

When I catch something familiar in the breeze.
Itbrings along a different fragrance,

Different, yet familiar.

[t reminds me of mom.

AsIruntowardsit, I see her.

I cannotbelieve my eyes.

She is standing right over the bridge.

She looks as beautiful as ever

And I gallop towards her in one breath.

She blankets her arms around me,

AndIam too big for her like old times.
Asllick her face, she kisses me back.

The day of our reunion has finally arrived.

We start to walk across the bridge

Together towards the heaven,

And this time I know,

We shall never part again.

“Gandhi's ideas have played a vital role in South Africa's %
transformation and with the help of Gandhi's teaching,
apartheid has been overcome.”

- Nelson Mandela




Correlation Between
Literature and Culture
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Let me define first, the terms 'Literature' and 'Culture’, as
asserted below.

Literature: Literature is the unique composition of poets
and litterateurs in any language in which the
contemplation of elegance, passions and delegate or
precious notions and visions are painted, and reading or
listening to them causes vibrancy in human's thoughts and
feeling. It can be oral or written.

Literature is the study of human thoughts, feelings
and emotions. It is also a kind of psychological study of
poets, novelists, essayists, playwrights, short story writers
and all the litterateurs, and whatever they think, observe,
feel and visualize in their minds is penned down it in a
specific form of writing like poetry, novel, drama, essay
and short story.

Next is "Culture': It is a set of practices which are
performed by a particular group of people living in a
specific territory. Culture is the way of living of a group,
society or nation. It is the convention and tradition of a
society or a group of people in a territory.

Culture is the way of communication of a nation or
a society. It gives meaning and values to objects according
to the rules, customs and traditions of a society in the
specific time period. It sets the rules, values and meanings
to objects, traditions and conventions to run the society.

The term 'Culture' encompasses language, food
habits, clothes, celebrations, folk art, working schedules,
religious practices, medical cure, manners, jokes, etc.
associated to a particular group of people, society or
nation.

Correlation between Literature and Culture:
Although the terms Literature’ and 'Culture’ are different
from each other in meaning and definition, but are not
separate from each other. They are the two sides of one
coin. Both can be interpreted and apprehended parallelly
by each other. In another way [ would like to say "society
produces literature; literature represents its culture; and
culture gives meaning of life and way of living to society".

Literature is a mirror which reflects the culture of a
society. On the other hand society takes help from
literature to construct/build and maintain its culture in the
meaningful ways to live the life.

Literature is the spirit of culture and culture is the domain
of practices to live the life. Culture works like jester to
produce the juice of literature.

'Literature is the heartbeat of culture and culture is
the wall mirror for literature'. When we study literature, it
enlightens us with inner side of a society's culture. At the
same time culture like a wall mirror helps us to interpret
literature with cultural context, e.g. when we study any
piece of literature, we find whatever is written in it also in
the culture, outside the literature. Whatever we see,
observe, feel and hear around us, it may have happened or
happening or yet to happen, we find in literature.

'Literature is crippled without culture, and Culture
is blind without literature.' (Here [ have reframed the quote
of Einstein, that 'science without religion is lame, religion
without science is blind'). Literature takes its wings from
culture. It is deeply rooted in the culture of a society.
Society produces poets and literatures who write literature
by collecting sources from culture. On the other hand,
culture is blind without literature, because culture is
guided by literature. Culture of any group, society or
nation gets its guidance, way of communication, customs,
traditions, celebrations and religious conventions through
literature.

Literature is the shadow of culture: Literature is
a kind of shadow of culture. Whatever is practiced by a
society in its cultural and traditional convention is traced
by the litterateurs in different forms of literature. Thus,
literature is like a shadow or copy of cultural practices and
insights.

Literature and culture's relationship is like the
relation of a torch and its light. As light is produced by
torch, in the same way literature is produced by culture.
Culture is like the body of torch as a torch is made up of
different elements like plastic, iron, magnet, mirror, wire,
cells, buttons, wire spring, etc. but in an absolute form it is
called torch. The absolute torch generates light by
gathering sources from its different elements. Just like the
torch, culture is made up of different set of practices,
customs and traditions, like language, religion, arts,
wearing, food habits, celebrations, medical practices,
working schedules, jokes, etc. The overall way of living a
life of a society is called culture. Culture provides sources
to produce literature. Literature collects its sources from
different cultural elements.

Hence, there is a very close relationship between
culture and literature as is between torch and light. So
culture is like a torch and literature is like its light.

“Christ gave us the goals and
Mahatma Gandhi the tactics.”

- Martin Luther King Jr.




Bharat
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Existence.
Intangible, but
eternal.

Expansion.
Boundaries enforced to
restrain.

Maniac's vigour.
Sparrow holds on the grain for nipper.

Moment.
Slithers while
parrots scuffle.

Courage.
Reddens the sword of righteousness

Fakir.
Jeers at the folly of Sikanders.

Bharat glitters in
bangles, colors, dances and songs...
Spring's swing, summer's cascade,
Autumn's shed
and winter's hush.
Bharat is in
snake's sinuousness, peacock's stride,
cockoo's voice, and
lion's strike.

The depth in Himalayas
Sacredness in Ganges
Abode of Saraswati.

Krishna's flute, Meera's yearning.
Kalidasa's Meghdoot.
Sun in morning, Moon at night
The engagement in between is Bharat.

Shraadh in Ashadh, Diwali in Kartik,
Holi in Chaitra.
Sufi's Ishq
Child's frolick
Lover's embrace
Maiden's youth is Bharat.

Coriander, Cumin, Clove
Maze, Millet, Oat
Kabaddi, Kho-kho
Kathak, Bhangra, Bihu
Bharatnatyam is Bharat.

Bharat is that
Which no one can make, but
has made many.
Ram, Krishna, Mahavir, Buddha and Kabir.
Guru-Shishya love is Bharat.

Bharat is
space
between breaths and
silence between words.

Omkaar
in winds, in oceans, in deserts.
Never perishes, Bharat is the truth
beyond appearances.

Glory in past
Bliss in present
Possibility in future.

That which is
is Bharat
That which is not

“A role model for the generations to come.
I believe that Gandhi's views were the most enlightened
of all the political men in our time.”

Ry

- Albert Einstein




Ensnared

Having lost his name
In the choruslike noise,
'"Aey chhotu', 'Aey Hero', 'Aey bachchad',
Diligently performing
The burdensome task
Of unburdening others,

Our Chhotu chaiwallah,
Whose sight in daytime eases
The tensed creases of forehead,
Often invades my niche
In the serene hours of darkness,
And leaves behind deep furrows.

Mahima Kashyap
Ph.D. Research Scholar
Department of English
The allure of silhouetted clouds
Occasionally unveiling the moon,
The constant invasion
Of lights from the overbridge
In my dark niche,
Interrupted by the thoughts
And carryover vision of
The lean little fingers
Clutching,
With more deft
Required to hold few inches'
Status-wise priced thin pen,
The kettle's handle, as in history Patriotism :
A man once ca@led the Cross; PASSION FOR THE NATION
For that contains caffeine,
A dose of stir Samridhi Srivastava
To awaken our senses B.Sc. Zoology (Hons.)
And remind of our duties. I11rd Year

Meanwhile, our young Christ,
Obeying his father,
Does his daily chores
Of serving those
Who are serving others,
And keeps the cycle going.
He, composed as always,
Cautiously pours me
A cup of tea
While I try reading
The lines on his face;

His ambitions and dreams,
Hopes and wishes,
Anguish and anxieties,
Curses and blessings:

All positivities choked under
The yoke of poverty,

The lines yelling unpropitious tales
Graved explicitly
On his fair skin.

Our Nation is protected by those who never
take a vacation. Battling always for our country,
wrapped in the flag on their departure, standing
always on the edge of knife, they are those who never
refuse to fight and sacrifice their lives for the nation.
It's because of them that we live smoothly. It fills us
with pride. It is the feeling that touched one's heart.
Each one of us should give respect to all and be
'Patriotic' from the core of heart. We honour the
independence Day by feeling privileged and
remembering the struggles of past.

We declared our freedom, for justice and
liberty, years ago. Let us join our hands together and
celebrate every Independence with joy and honesty.

“Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of Satyagraha can
be translated to mean truth force. It is this truth force
which can help us to fight this battle honestly and
with people's participation.” _ Al Gore

EAe




Carbon Dioxide:
A Versatile Reagent As A
Source Of Renewable Energy

Prof. Devdutt Chaturvedi
Head, Department of Chemistry,
School of Physical Sciences

The production of carbon dioxide around the
globe results in the emergence of global warming day by
day. Burning of coal, vehicles fuel, natural gas and nuclear
explosions also generate carbon dioxide in the
environment, and thereby majorly influence global
warming (Figure 1). This burden of carbon dioxide in our
environment necessitates the need of transforming carbon
dioxide into greener valuable products. Also, carbon
dioxide has been playing an important role in balancing
our environment through photosynthesis in plants. In
recent years, carbon dioxide has been employed as a cheap
and safe alternative for eliminating the use of harmful
reagents such as CO and COCI,. Recently, carbon dioxide
has frequently been employed as a green reagent in its
various conditions and forms for the syntheses of
structurally diverse biologically potent scaffolds
employing diversity of starting materials, reagents and
catalytic systems. In the present article, I will focus some
of the greener applications of carbon dioxide as a source of
renewable energy in recent years.

Burning of vehicle fuels (petrol & diesel)

Burning of coal

T

— | Carbon Dioxide|[<—— Respiration of animals

Natural gases

Natural raioactivity of terrestial rocks Burning of organic materials

Nuclear explosions

Figure 1: Production of carbon dioxide from various sources

In recent years, major focus of the scientists
around the globe is to transform various forms of carbon
dioxide generated from the various sources, into value
added products employing various kinds of catalytic
systems (Figure 2). In this connection, carbon dioxide has
been transformed into fuel through solar leaf system
reported by a group of American Scientists.
Carbon dioxide has also been converted into a variety of

valuable products such as electricity, carbon nanofibers,
nanomaterials, cement and fertilizers, plastic and other
polymer products employing its various conditions &
forms. Generation of nanomaterials from carbon dioxide
has become a major area of drug discovery research in
recent years. Generation of oxygen through the
photosynthesis by all the green plants employing
environmental carbon dioxide has also been a major
application, which is also a most popular way of balancing
our environmental gaseous content.

Generation of oxygen (Photosynthesis in plants)
Plastic & other

polymer products Electricity

Carbon Dioxide — Nanomaterials

Fuel (through solar leaf system) Cement & Fertilizers

Carbon nanofibers

Figure 2: Carbon dioxide as a source of renewable energy

In organic synthesis, carbon dioxide has been used
in the synthesis of various kinds of structurally diverse
biologically potent open chain & heterocyclic scaffolds
such as carbamates, carbonates, substituted ureas, amides,
isocyanates, carboxylic acids, alcohols, thiocarbamates,
lactones, oxazolidine-diones etc. This has been major
application in drug discovery research (Figure 3).
Generation of these heterocyclic scaffolds has led to the
emergence of various kinds of lead molecules, out of
which identification of drug candidate may be obtained.
These drug candidates were further studied in order to
invent a potential drug molecule for any kind of disease.

Carboxylic acids

Carbamates Carbonates

Carbon Dioxide

Isocyanates Lactones

/

Substituted ureas .
Substituted alcohols

Substituted amides

Figure 3: Valuable organic compounds synthesized from carbon dioxide

millions...who else has so unreservedly accepted the vast masses

“Mahatma Gandhi came and stood at the door of India's destitute %
of the Indian people as his flesh and blood...Truth awakened Truth.” .

- Rabindranath Tagore




Thus, carbon dioxide has been transformed into
various kinds of substances such as electricity, fuel,
cement, fertilizers, plastics & polymer products,
nanomaterials, carbon nanofibers. In organic synthesis,
synthesis of open chain & heterocyclic molecules various
forms of carbon dioxide have been achieved, which has
potentially been used is drug discovery & process research
inrecent years.

I hope and pray that no one will regard the
advice interspersed in the following chapters as
authoritative. The experiments narrated should be
regarded as illustrations, in the light of which
everyone may carry on his own experiments
according to his own inclination and capacity. I trust
that to this limited extent the illustrations will be
really helpful; because I am not going either to
conceal or understate any ugly things that must be
told. I hope to acquaint the reader fully with all my
faults and errors. My purpose is to describe
experiments in the science of Satyagraha, not to say
how good I am. In judging myself I shall try to be as
harsh as truth, as [ want others also to be. Measuring
myself by that standard I must exclaim with Surdas:

Where is there a wretch,

So wicked and loathsome as [?
I'have forsaken my Maker;

So faithless have I been.

For it is unbroken torture to me that I am still
so far from Him, who, as I fully know, governs every
breadth of my life, and whose offspring I am. I know
that it is the evil passions within that keep me so far
from Him, and yet I cannot get away from them.

M. K. GANDHI
(My Experiments with Truth)

Everything Is
Alright Here.

Smarika

B.A. ENGLISH (Hons.)
Sem. 6th
MGCU2017ENGL3019

I'sitdrenched in my blood,

No don't worry,

I don'tlook hideous.

I have covered myself

In athin cover of smile.

You cannod and just walk away.
Everything is alright here.

Ambling around in the dark

Ilook for myself.

Darkness within exudes

And paints me invisible.

My pain, the colour of red dark blood
Becomes one with the dark.

You can light up your path and walk away.
Everything is alright here.

On the pavement, rolling around,

Strangers play with my heart.

Strangers, friends, all the same.

Guffawing, blood dripping from their hands
I cover the hole in my chest

With the empty words of love

They throw atme.

You can talk to the weather and walk away.
Everything is alright here.

I forgave and forgot

I'loved and trusted

Your strange words of care, dig a deep hole in my
mind.

Your empty words of apology fill it with a ringing
noise.

I'havelostitall, love, life and everything I had.

I stand here trembling in the arms of death,

The only friend I can trust.

You can live your life and just walk away.

Everything is alright here.

G,

There are people in the world so hungry, %
that God cannot appear to them except
in the form of bread.

- Mahatma Gandhi §




THE GANDHIAN
PERCEPTION OF EDUCATION
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Gandhi drew his inspiration from the Ancient
Vedic India. It would, therefore, be worthwhile to
review in brief the main characteristics and features
of the educational philosophy of ancient India.

The Smritis lay down that immediately after
his Upanayana, a student should go to his or her Guru
-preceptor and live in his family under his roof. The
term 'antivenin' is used to denote such a student
living in the Gurukula. The rules are laid down for
students governing their living and study in the
Acharya-kula. The Tilamuttlziya lataka throws some
light on the reasons why parents in ancient times
preferred to send their sons to stay at the preceptor's
home for their instruction. The prominent reasons,
given were: (a) breaking their pride and haughtiness;
(b) making them learn to bear heat and cold, (c)
making them teach also the ways of the world, (d)
such a stay at the Gurukula was also regarded as
facilitating studies, toning down personal
“idiosyncrasies, and helping them to become more
resourceful and self-reliant.” The Vedic study was
regarded in ancient India as a specially holy affair.

Radha Kumud Mookerji has shown that in
ancient India, Upanayana was looked upon as a
sanskar accomplishing a second birth which was
purer in its origin than man's natural birth. It was
sought by law to make education universal and
compulsory among all the three castes which made
up the Aryan society in those days. The student was
required to promise that he would abide by the rules
ofthe Brahmcharya.

Gandhi also favoured a life of strict
discipline, related to life style and can not be watched
always on theoretical basis which includes
Brahmachrya, poverty, non-possession, non-
violence, sense of humility, lack of human dignity,
tolerance etc. Naturally, the discipline is not of the
body alone but of the mind and spirit too. In capitalist
era and advocacy of liberalism, my body is my right
campaign does not fitin Gandhian perception. All the
above thoughts of Gandhi have a much wider
connotation than we could possibly imagine. In
Mahatma Gandhi's views, true humility means most
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strenuous and constant endeavour entirely directed
towards the service of humanity, and not inertia. Out
of these Mahatma Gandhi's non-violence is a very
comprehensive term. It includes all the rest. It results
in love and fearlessness. Mahatma Gandhi has
clarity what he means by love and fearlessness. For
him, perfect love means perfect non-possession.
Body is our last possession which should be
maintained only for service and renounced for it,
Fearlessness connotes freedom from all external
fear—disease, injury, dispossession, death etc.

These comprehensive interpretations of
Brahamcharya, non-violence, humility etc. blend
them all into a definite way of living directed by
Truth or inner voice, That is why progress is only
from Truth to Truth; that is why the end and the
means become convertible terms.Truth is by nature
self evident. As soon as you remove the cobwebs of
ignorance that surround it, it shines clear. But these
cobwebs of ignorance cannot be removed by the
development of reasoning faculty or intellectual
gymnastic.

Mahatma Gandhi was basically a thinker, pro
establishment, non-violent and a philosopher. His
search for Truth was concerned about others and he
invited one and all to accompany him in this quest. In
doing so he also becomes an educator of the highest
standard.Obviously, to understand his philosophy of
education, a short gloms on his philosophy of life
must be made.

He believes in a Living Law in obedience to
which the whole universe moves. He accepted the
notion that it is an indefinable mysterious power that
pervades everything. It is the highest consummation
of everything; it is within everything, yet beyond
them all. In this Universal Law,God, is the only thing
that exists, that is true for all times. Truth is God,
therefore, and not God is Truth. Thus, Gandhi
believes that Truth, being the Universal Law, comes
natural to man. The realisation of Truth then boils
down to self-realisation, which has been the ultimate
aim in the ancient Indian philosophy.

Mahatma Gandhi believes in the essential
unity of men, later Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
proposed Human Integration Theory in a similar
way. Gandhi was of the view that there can actually
be no conflict between the individual and the society
as all are partners in the common search. The
individual and the society must help each other to
progress hand in hand towards the final goal, the
realisation of Truth. For the individual, his duty is the




immediate service of all human beings which should
be a necessary part of the endeavour, simply because
the only way to find God is to see Him in His creation
and be one with it. This can only be done by service
ofall.

Thus, it is this philosophy of life that is
upheld by Mahatma Gandhi's educational ideas. Our
experience in the last seventy three years of
independence shows that inspite of Mahatma
Gandhi's repeated warnings, we have failed to
appreciate the fuller significance of his educational
philosophy. People called him a pragmatist when he
wanted education to be useful, they considered his
whole scheme only from a narrow utilitarian point of
view when it was expected to be craft centred. Now,
the New Education Policy framework 2020 stressed
on skill development of indigenous expertise
available in Indian social segments throughout the
country.

The educational philosophy of Mahatma

Gandhi perceives that the achievement is possible
through proper education of the heart so as to give
faith and spiritual power and not through mere
mechanical training of the body or the mind.
Mahatma Gandhi says that unless the development
of the mind and body goes hand in hand with a
corresponding awakening of the soul, the former
alone would prove to be a poor lop sided affair, that
happened in Indian education system borrowed or
imposed by the West. In fact, they constitute an
indivisible whole. That is why, he was against mere
intellectual education. This is the reason why his
scheme of education touches something beyond
narrow intellectual or physical training.
The building up of character in terms of non-
violence and Universal love comes as the easiest way
to spiritual education as envisaged above. If
character is properly developed the whole life and
living of Man is governed by set principles of purity,
self-restraint and service. Mere book knowledge or
cramming of fact is of no use in this respect.
Mahatma Gandhi advocated that I would try to
develop courage, strength, virtue, the ability to forget
oneself in working towards great aims, for, this is
more important than literacy. The so called craft
centred scheme of Mahatma Gandhi is actually
meant to help in achieving the above aims and
objects. The educationists of the country have
miserably failed in realising the true purpose of the
whole scheme and in assessing its real worth. Now,
the NEP 2020 realises it.

Mahatma Gandhi himself was quite clear in
his mind about the spiritual significance of the whole
scheme and greatly lamented the narrow point of
view with which the Indian educationists judged it.
In one of his after prayer speeches in December,
1947, he said that Nayee Talim was popularly and
correctly described as education through
handicrafts. This was part of the truth. The notion of
education through handicraft rose from the
contemplation of Truth and Love permeating life's
activities. Love required that true education should
be easily accessible to all and should be of use to
every villager in his daily life.

The post independence education system has
been working like a machine. Our pedagogues are
making parrots' of our boys and girls and ruining
their brains by cramming a lot of subjects into their
growing minds. What does it matter if higher
education of bookish knowledge remains or goes ? It
would be better if the people get a little of technical
education so that they might find work and earn their
bread, instead of dawdling about and running after
jobs. The moral fibre of the people is also quite bad.
Self-centred-ness has become a vice with leaders,
officers, businessmen, producers, teachers and even
students. The social values are at a discount.

The education which does not help the
common mass to equip themselves with the struggle
for life, which does not bring out the strength of their
character, which does not inculcate in them a spirit of
philanthropy, and the courage to pursue a philosophy
of'action is not worth the name. True education is that
training by which the expression of will is brought
under the control and become fruitful. It is the
development of faculty and not an accumulation of
words. [tis a training to develop will.

The present system believes that the teacher
should help the child, he should guide the child and
that is the thing what a teacher can do. It is the need of
our nation and we must see that education imparted
should be through national methods and on national
lines. The basis of education should be purity and
morality, and not law. The NEP 2020 remarkably
amends these flaws following our ancient
educational and Gandhian perceptions of education
inindependent India.
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Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI), Jalmrm Indonesta

Prof. Sanjeesy Humar Sharma
Hen'tin Vies Chascsliar
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Online International Lecture
On

Gandhi Wisdom And Indonesia Visiom: A Similarity Perspective

Thursday: 23" July,2020
Time:5:00pm to 6:00pm IST

1O88

'I'!iﬂl ﬂl’

O, Sri Muryent]
Swruzi Tammich ir, Indosesias Institise of
Gelecea, fulora. darssls f Socresary
Dwtmenl. Rain Pecific Peuoe Ressanch
Amoomarnon LAFPRA)

'F"E H!Hﬁ'(Hl




PATRON
PROF. SAMUEEY K, SHARMA,
WICE CHANCELLOR , MGCL

CHAIRMAN

Prof, Anand Prakash

Dean School of Life Sciences
CONVENER

Prof, Shahama Majumder

CO-CONVEMNERS

Dr Atul Bhargava

Dr. Preeti Bajpal

Dr. Ram Prasad
DRGANIZING SECRETARIES
Dr. Pratibha Singh

Dr. Alok Kumar Shrivastava
Dr. Durgeshwer Singh

Dr. Tara Chandra Ram
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Lecture Series on “Emerging Trends in Plant Sciences”
Organized by
Department of Botany
School of Life Sciences
MAHATMA GANDHI CENTRAL UNIVERSITY

[n Central University Established by an Act of Parllament)
TOPIC: APPLICATION OF PLANT PRODUCTS IN HUMAN
' AGING

Distinguished Speaker

DR. PAWAN KUMAR MAURYA

Associate Professor, Department of Biochemistry
Central University of Haryana

Mahendergarh (Haryana)-123031

Date: 25-07-2020 [Saturday); Time: 11:00 A.M. Onwards
Link: meet.google.com/ jif-ugro-faf

ADVISORY BOARD: Prof, Rajesv Kumar , Prof. Arttatrana Pal, Prof Pranveer Singh, Dr. Brijesh Pandey
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Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar-iNDIA '

National Webinar

an

Pakistan Occupled Jammu & Kashmir and Walaristan: An Integral Part of Bharat

Thursday; 13" August, 2020
Time:4:00pm IST
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Department of Gandhian and Poace Studies
Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar-INDIA
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