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Introd uction

rm has its origin in Greek society
odily signs designed to expose
and bad about the moral
. An attribute of stigma
discrediting effect, sometimes it is also
‘a failing, a shortcoming, a handicap. It
itutes a special discrepancy between
l and actual social identity.

Examples : A criminal, a slave.



ree Types of Stigma

olism, homosexuality, unemployment,
al attempts, and radical political
10T.

ibal stigma which is associated with
race, nation, and religion which can be
transmitted through lineages and equally
contaminate all members of a family.



Iheory of Stigma

it is believed that the person with a
ite human. This assumptions becomes
s types of discrimination which
ectively reduce o life chances.

often construct a theory of stigma which is based
ideology to explain the inferiority of stigmatized
. It is also a process of labeling on him/her as a
er posed for others in a society. Sometimes even
imosity is rationalized on the basis of social class.
We specific stigma terms such as cripple, bastard,
moron in our everyday language as a source of
metaphor and imagery, generally without giving a
thought to the original meaning.




Viaking of stereotypes

a social group has a standard of
1e process of ‘othering’” which
oply to them. It always lacks
and helps in making an
otype and stigmatizing others who may be
>nt from them.

determines the identity of a person
on observation, interaction and
- communication.



equences of Stigma

rejection, avoidance, denial,
, and social isolation.

1iminatory practices.
itical exclusion.



opIing mechanism

people with stigma can attempt to
objective basis of ‘failings and
hen a physically deformed person
urgery, a blind person eye
ate remedial education, a

tigmatized individual can also attempt to correct
ndition indirectly by investing private effort to
mastery of those areas of activity which are
ally believed to be closed for them because of
shortcomings on their part. For example, the
lame person who learns or re-learns to swim, ride, play
tennis, or fly an airplane, or the blind person who
becomes expert at skiing and mountain climbing.



t the values of equality and human






